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LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR
34

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, a

lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to
him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is
the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
Matthew 22: 34-40

For many years I have focused my own personal devotion on this passage. I have said to myself that if I
can figure out and base my life on these two commandments then all the rest will come.
When I reflect on responses that people have to Covid, I find myself again returning to this passage in the
Gospel of Matthew. How can we most fully live out our love for God in our love for our neighbors?
My own experience has shown me that we are only protected as the least protected person that our family
encounters. The second aspect of Covid that I am learning about firsthand is that even “mild” cases that
seem to resolve quickly at first can have long term effects on one’s health.
Reflecting on all of these things, I encourage you to love your neighbor by receiving your Covid booster.
Like many vaccines we receive as children, Covid seems to need a series of doses. “Breakthrough” cases
among those who have only had two shots are now common.
If you need help getting a booster, I am happy to help make your appointment and drive you to it. If you
have side effects and need some supplies or groceries, I would be happy to bring them to you.
Together let us love our neighbors by caring for ourselves and protecting all of us from Covid.
Continued Christmas Blessings,
Pastor Heather
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
St. Clement's is turning 125 in 2023! If you would like to
join brainstorming discussions for the celebratory event
please let us know!
Stitched Together With Love, St. Clement's newly-formed
knitting and crochet group, is meeting every second
Saturday (1/8) at 11AM under the church porte cochere.
Our food distribution program is still open to receiving
donations of canned soup, corn beef, pork and beans, chili
with meat, corn and vienna sausage.
Mahalo to this month's Food Distribution bagging crew:
The Wong Family and Friends.
Thank you to Pam McCoy for serving as the guest
contributor for this month's newsletter!

ZOOM SERVICE OUTLINE

SUNDAY
TUESDAY
Worship at 8AM & 10:15AM Compline at 9PM
ID#: 854 4414 6891
ID#: 823 5666 8373
Passcode: 1515
Passcode: 1515
Adult Discussion at 9AM
ID#: 854 4414 6891
Passcode: 1515
Bible Study (RBTL) at 9AM
ID#: 661 508 747
Passcode: 1515

You can join any service with
your phone! Just call this
number: 1 (669) 900-6833
and enter the meeting ID and
passcode when prompted.

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 30 at 10AM

Join us on Sunday, January 30 at 10AM for our Parish's Annual Meeting! We will only have one worship service
at 9AM that day, and Sunday School will still be offered to those families that decide to attend. We are currently
looking to nominate new Vestry members, including a new Vestry Clerk; as well as Dioscean Convention
delegates. If you are interested in either position, would like to learn more or nominate someone else, feel free to
reach out to the church off at (808)955-7745.

FARMERS MARKET VOLUNTEERS
Help Out on Thursdays!

Our Makiki Farmers Market needs you! Are you up for the task? We ask that our volunteers perform one or
more of the following duties at our Thursday markets:
- Open the Parish Hall at 3:30PM
- Lock up after all the vendors depart after 7PM
- Collect rent from vendors
- Serve as the point-person, should any issues arise.
You are welcome to come with friends and family when you're volunteering, and we're hoping to get enough
volunteers so you'd only have to serve once a month. If you're interested, please contact the Church Office at
(808)955-7745 so we can put you in contact with our Market Director, Pam Fern.

PUNAHOU CARNIVAL PARKING
A Re-Imagining of Our Annual Fundraiser

Punahou Carnival will look different this year: there will be no amusement rides and it is not open to the public;
and as times change, we're making changes as well! Our Parking Fundraiser will be on a smaller scale this year.
For instance, we will not be driving our customers' cars - it will all be self-parking with no double-parking. This
being the case, we'll only need volunteers to direct drivers to and from their parking spots, and to collect the
parking fee as well. Please consider volunteering your time to help us with this! The carnival will take place on
Friday, February 4 and Saturday, February 5.

AED TRAINING
Sunday, February 27 at 12PM

On Sunday, February 27 at noon, you are welcome to join us in the Parish Hall for CPR/AED training. We will
be getting new AEDs for both the Parish Hall and the Church and would like to ensure that those using our space
will know how to use these important, life-saving tools, should the need arise.
If you're interested in joining us for this training session, please let the church office know at (808)955-7745 by
Sunday, February 20.
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SCHOOL SNAPSHOTS
A sneak peek into a school day at St. Clement's

St. Clement's School's Kindergarten class in front of the toys they donated to children in need.

In lieu of an in-person Christmas Program, our school opted to film it again this year for
the safety of all. Here is the class of C2 filming their segment of our Christmas Program.
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A student of B3 drops her toiletry donation for
our annual Joy of Giving donation drive.

NEW YEARS AND ONWARDS
By Pam McCoy

We quit partying on New Year’s Eve some years ago, preferring to stay home with a roast duck and Die
Fledermaus (Revenge of the Bat, a Strauss opera). It makes for a cozy evening with neighbors’ fireworks and
nervous cats. New Year’s Resolutions, another tradition, was never something I was very good about. Mine
tended to be remakes from the previous year, and leaned toward, “being better at…”.
Twelfth Night, the 6th of January, the end of Christmas and beginning of Epiphany, is a traditional celebration
for us. We have a King’s or Twelfth Night cake: a yeast bread with dried fruit concoction, with a little Baby Jesus
buried within. The person who finds the Infant gets to wear a crown. Ours is a part English, part French, part
New Orleans mix. When I was in boarding school, we celebrated 12th Night with a medieval procession and a
song about a boar’s head. It was fun, but we knew a long cold dark Wisconsin winter and Lent were coming.
Religious traditions are odd for me. I have warm memories of celebrations, the way things used to be, and the
comfort of knowing generations have followed these practices. They give a feeling of safe return to a familiar past.
And yet, especially now, I try to look at traditions as something to build on, to reinterpret going forward, to
examine for their value—and for what needs to change.
The Episcopal Church has transformed itself remarkably in my lifetime. When I was a teen, women could not
serve on vestries, could not be clergy, certainly could not preach or celebrate Holy Communion. One of my
woman’s college roommates and several of my classmates yearned to be ordained. That was a tradition needing to
be reinterpreted and reformed in the view of many. (The strict traditionalists have never agreed.)
The Rev. Carter Heyward, a classmate, was one of the irregularly ordained women, who pushed forward, a
Lesbian who became a priest and theologian and professor at Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge. Now it is
a tradition for wise women of faith to teach and to be leaders, lay or ordained, in the church.
As many of you know, I love to travel. preferably to places very different from my Midwest past. Religious
processions, whether in Spanish speaking countries or Bali, fascinate me. I sense the depth of belief and comfort
in tradition, and identify with it. Places of worship similarly draw me, whether Buddhist, Shinto, Moslem, Jewish,
Zoroastrian. One of the saddest acts I have seen is that of the Han Chinese government in Xinjiang
“Autonomous” Region in China, where they place a Chinese overseer in Uighur homes to report on any Moslem
observances such as prayer or teaching, or even use of the Uighur language. Mosques are being torn down,
turned into museums, desecrated.
I pray in others’ religious spaces. I believe one God made us all, and that diversity of interpretation and belief are
pleasing to our Holy One.
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Holy Eucharist
8AM and 10:15AM
Adult Discussion
9AM

Office Open
9AM to 3PM

Bible Study
9AM

Office Open
9AM to 3PM

Office Open
9AM to 3PM
Assistance Available
10AM to 12PM

Office Open
9AM to 3PM

Office Open
9AM to 3PM

Farmers Market
4:30PM to 7PM

Third Fri. (1/16)
Kūpuna Box
12PM to 1PM
SPECIAL EVENTS

Second Sat. (1/8)
Knit/Crochet Group ANNUAL MEETING
1/30 at 10AM
11AM to 1PM
Third Sat. (1/15)
Food Distribution

10:30AM to 12:30PM

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, January 17
In Observance of MLK Day

1515 Wilder Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96822-4614
Return Service Requested

DECEMBER AT A GLANCE

