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This Christmas at The Parish of St. Clement
Despite our distance these days, the Parish of St. Clement still has
events planned that will make for a festive holiday season!
Below you will find a list of events taking place this December:
 Family Movie Night: December 12 at 6PM our Youth Ministry
team will be hosting a socially-distant viewing party of Elf!
 Christmas Eve: 5 PM in-person and online Family Service
(Eucharist if numbers stay low)
 Christmas Eve: 8 PM online Lessons and Carols
- Pre-recorded video service - at 8 pm we will gather on Zoom
to sing/pray together.
- This service will be available on our website and Facebook
page for those who would like to participate at a later time
 Christmas Day: 10 AM both in-person and via Zoom (similar to
Sunday morning services)

St. Clement’s Socials!
Throughout the month of December we will be hosting Zoom gatherings for fun, fellowship and
conversation. If you’d like to join us for one or more of our weekly Zoom parties you can mark these dates
on your calendar:






Sunday, December 6 at 2PM—Jane Anderson will host
Wednesday, November 9 at 12PM—Host TBA
Sunday, December 13 at 5PM—Host TBA
Thursday, December 17 at 6PM—Amy Schafer will host
Wednesday, December 23 at 4PM—Cathy Overstreet will host

Zoom Information:
Meeting ID#: 545 794 7576
Passcode: 1515
The day before each meeting we will send out email reminders with the online links for the Zoom rooms
so you can click to join.
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Hauʻoli la hanau to all those
born in December
December 2

Nicholas Lino

December 3

J Timothy Lucas III
Keli’i deFrancia
Moani Hara

December 4

Edward Kageyama

December 5

Pam McCoy
Wyatt Young

December 9

Soane Lino

December 11

Rev Richard Shields

December 12

Darryl Cunningham
Cecilia Fordham

Vestry
Mary Carpenter
Helena Ishida
Glenn Moir
Holoua Stender

Jane Anderson
Adrienne Lau
Amy Schafer
Cathy Overstreet

Kelly Dee Watanabe
December 13

Connor Kaimana Hong

December 15

Scott Suzuki-Jones
Mario Guerrero

NEW OFFICE HOURS
The church office will be open
Monday through Friday
10AM to 2PM.
Available at other times, by appointment

December 18

Patricia Sekiya

December 19

Tim Hurd
Elic Chisam

December 21

Daniel Senger

December 23

Katsue Reynolds

December 24

Bonnie Town

December 25

Nancy Nakamura
Martha Laxon

December 29
Items for Ke ʻAlemanaka may be submitted to the
Parish Secretary
Phone: (808) 955-7745
Email (preferred): secretary@stclem.otg

DEADLINE FOR THE JANUARY ISSUE
Wednesday, January 20, 2020
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Virginia LaPierre

If we missed your birthday, please let the office know!

2021 Parish Directory Compilation
Slowly but surely the St. Clement’s Church office has
been updating our directory system. This month we
are working on finalizing our contacts and ensuring
that all the information we have is up-to-date.
If you have moved to a different address or changed
your email/phone number please let us know!
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ONLINE SERVICE GUIDE
SUNDAYS

Worship Services at 8AM & 10:15AM
Meeting ID: 854 4414 6891
Password: 1515

TUESDAYS

Compline at 9PM
Meeting ID: 823 5666 8373
Password: 1515

Adult Discussion at 9AM
Meeting ID: 854 4414 6891
Password: 1515

Bible Study (RBTL) at 9AM
Meeting ID: 661 508 747
Password: 395117
To join any service by phone call one of these numbers and enter the Meeting ID and password.
669 900 6833
253 215 8782
346 248 7799

St. Clement’s Thanksgiving Outreach
Teams of people from St. Clement’s came together to prepare Thanksgiving meals for those in-need. Below you
can learn more about what our fellow parishioners have been doing for our community this past month.

Family Promise at Camp Mokule’ia
Thank you for your support in providing financial contributions for Thanksgiving Dinner for
the families at Camp Mokule’ia. Getting take-out turkeys delivered by a restaurant wasn’t possible, so the Thanksgiving meals were cooked in the Camp Mokule’ia kitchen.
Dinner was served at 5:00PM after a grace full of thanks for your giving. Any donation you
made to either St. Clement’s Family Promise Fund or directly to Family Promise will be
acknowledged.

~ information provided by Cecilia Fordham

RYSE Cooking & Deliveries
Our St. Clement’s RYSE team spent the day before Thanksgiving hard at work. They cooked in
the kitchen for hours, ultimately preparing 12 turkeys and plenty of side dishes for the youth
that are staying in RYSE living quarters.
On Thanksgiving Day the food was personally delivered by members of our RYSE team, to
multiple locations.
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School Snap Shots

Canned goods provided by St. Clement’s School helped supply our food distribution bags for the month of November!

Celebrating Thanksgiving in style!

These are surprise gift bags and
cupcakes for the school staff, from
the Parish of St. Clement.

We’re Thankful for St. Clement’s
School teachers and staff!
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A View from the Pew
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
~ The Declaration of Independence ~
I try to avoid commentary on politics, especially about candidates and the policies
they espouse. I do go astray, such as with gun control, but generally I am restrained. However, the November election is over, and the outcomes are known. I still am not going to
comment on candidates and policies, but I am going to comment on politics, especially in
light of the basic principles of common decency that we claim to hold dear in American
society, the morals and ethics that give practical meaning to the beliefs and faiths most of
us espouse, the fundamental Human Rights outlined in the preamble of our Declaration of
Independence, and the Articles of and Amendments to our Constitution which detail, give
relevance, and make them under the law, our Civil Rights.
“ ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray Me.’ Then the disciples looked at one another,
perplexed, and uncertain of whom He was speaking.”
Jesus / John 13:21-22)
It has long been fashionable to sympathize with Judas Iscariot, the disciple who betrayed Jesus on the night
of Passover, prior to Jesus’ crucifixion the next morning, at the start of the week-long Passover Festival. It became a trend in the early 2000’s, with the translation from Coptic into modern languages of the gnostic Gospel of
Judas, previously uncovered in the 1970’s. Then, in the mid-2000’s, with the publication of the fictional Gospel
According to Judas, fictionally written by his son Benjamin Iscariot, yet actually authored by novelist Jeffrey
Archer and theologian Francis Maloney, sympathy for him became the rage. In my mind, however, sympathetic
or not, this is not the point. Indeed, I would argue, we are missing the point of Judas, the Iscariot, altogether.
Judas was a Pharisee, but not just any Pharisee. He was also a Zealot, as was another disciple of Jesus, Simon the Zealot. The Zealots were a sect of Jews, based in Jerusalem, with strong Pharisaic convictions, who advocated and agitated for the expulsion of the Roman occupation at the time of Christ. However, Judas was not
just any Zealot, either. Judas’ alleged surname of Iscariot is actually an English transliteration of the Greek word
sikarioi, which is a translation of the Hebrew siqariim, both meaning dagger-men. The Siqariim were a militant
splinter group of Zealots who carried out assassinations against Roman soldiers and civilians, as well as Jewish
collaborators. Because of their Pharisaic foundation, the Zealots were inspired by prophesy as they understood it.
As a result, many were motivated by what they interpreted as Jesus’ ministry, meaning the establishment of the
Kingdom of God ~ to replace the Roman occupation ~ thus making Jesus in their minds The Messiah foretold.
Tragically, while Judas correctly understood this to mean the people of Israel repenting and returning to God
as Jesus proclaimed, he misunderstood it to mean the overthrow of the Roman occupation and re-establishment of
the sovereign, earthly Kingdom of Israel. When it became obvious to Judas, contrary to the Zealot political agenda, that Jesus was advocating a spiritual Kingdom of God within us instead of an earthly one outside us, he not
only lost his faith in Jesus, he betrayed it. Leaving their Passover Seder after he was exposed by Jesus as unfaithful, for a bounty, Judas negotiated the arrest of Jesus with the chief priests of the Temple, no doubt justifying his
treachery with a conviction that, at the very least, the bounty could be used to fund the work of the Zealots.
Judas ultimately betrayed Jesus to Temple authorities with a kiss, at the time, a custom reserved in Jewish
society for one respected, revered, and loved. Ironically, with his kiss, Judas not only realized he had betrayed a
man innocent of treason, but in his kiss, Jesus was revealed to him as, in truth, The Messiah. Devastated by what
he had done, and when he later learned Jesus had been convicted and condemned to The Cross, Judas fled to the
Field of Blood, where the nameless dead were buried by the Temple, and there he hung himself.
In betraying Jesus, and thus betraying God, in his horror, Judas grasped he had also betrayed himself.
Understanding he too was a Child of God, the Image of God, God’s Own Very Likeness, Judas understood that,
in his complicity in the murder of Jesus, he had murdered himself, as well. This is the real tragedy, and the lesson,
of Judas, that he chose his myopic, existential political agenda, over the universal, transcendent Will of God.
“The mind becomes like that upon which it feeds.”
~ Elton Trueblood / Quaker, Theologian & Chaplain ~

~~ Submitted by Scott Suzuki-Jones
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4:30 pm Farmers Market

Thursdays

WED. ONLY: 10am to 12pm Food Pantry

10am to 2pm

Monday thru Friday

OFFICE HOURS

***************

Worship Service at 10AM

Christmas Day

Family Service at 5PM
Lessons & Carols at 8PM (online only)

Christmas Eve

Family Movie Night

December 12 at 6PM

Compline

Tuesdays at 9PM

Worship Services
*Eucharist will be available on Dec. 6

Sundays at 8AM & 10:15AM

Datebook
Episcopal
An Inclusive and Caring Christian Community

1515 Wilder Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96822-4614
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

