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It’s not uncommon at the end of a year, for 
organizations take stock of where they’ve been, where 
they are, and where they’re going. For individuals and 
families, this is not quite as common an occurrence. We 
often think about New Year’s resolutions – with some 
trepidation since their rate of success is most likely far 
below that of marriages today. But with a new year 
beginning once again, wouldn’t it make sense to 

consider the kinds of things we want and need to do in 2012?  Take a 
course, travel to a certain location, be involved with family transitions, 
reassess financial health, consider relocation or retirement, put more or 
less hours into work or school on a daily basis --- the list goes on. And 
then we might make a specific goal and period of time in which to do 
those things. In the end we’ll have a calendar that will help us move 
forward and make some specific decisions. Of course nothing is written 
in stone, but at least we’ll have some guidelines of what we’d like to do 
and what we need to do and some impetus for getting those things done. 
 
The one area that often is left out of these considerations is our spiritual 
growth. Making just a little time for God every week.  Sunday morning 
or Wednesday morning worship is important – worshipping with the 
rest of the Christian community. Addressing some of our own faith 
issues is also important. We can no more ignore the strengthening of 
our relationship with God than we can with attending to the 
relationships of our family and friends. Of course, many of us do ignore 
it because we see it as just “one more thing.” But it can be “at least one 
thing” that we do for ourselves rather than something that involves 
taking care of others. If we’re not healthy in our bodies and souls, 
caring for others becomes difficult.  
 
On page 5 is a description of some of the offerings at St Clement’s for 
adult faith formation on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. 
Remember, too, there are also opportunities for individual retreats as 
well as individual spiritual direction. Just talk with me about some 
possibilities. These opportunities are open to everyone in the parish. 
 
Having a community of like-minded individuals with which to discuss 
and explore matters of faith, scripture, and tradition is a real gift. Rather 
than hearing only our own voice or interpretation, we find ourselves 
challenged and affirmed as we continually grow in our faith in God. I 

hope and pray that as we plan for the new year in 
the rest of our lives, that we include a plan for our 
own spiritual health and growth. Without 
exception, every one of us has a need for that – I 
hope we all include it in our plans for 2012.  
 
Many blessings for a new year full of 
thankfulness, growth, comfort, and Light.  

����  

Hello Liz, 
 

Schools over, we have vacation now. I finished 
the first semester very good at school, and I got 
my driver license too. And now I'm just 
enjoying Christmas and holiday, with my family 
and my girlfriend, even if the weather is not 
improving the Christmas spirit, because is just 
cold, no snow like the other years.  
 

My parents are fine, they are working all 
day..my mother doesn’t, because she has 
vacation now, but my father is still working, he 
actually dressed like Santa, and went to a few 
kids.  
 

I wish you and Cristy a Merry Merry Christmas, 
a Happy New Year, and I hope you both are 
doing ok. And please say hello, and Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to all the 
parish. 
 

Big Hugs, 
Aloha pumehana, 
Sebi 

The following is an excerpt from a note I 
received from Sebi Boruga, the Romanian 
friend who was with us during the summer of 
2008. He sends his greetings to all.  Liz+ 
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Items for  Ke ’Alemanaka may be submitted to the 

Newsletter Editor, Arthur Buto 
 

Phone: (808) 383-3930 
Email (preferred): thebutos@yahoo.com 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE 

 
Wednesday, January 18, 2012 

Attendance and Offerings  
for November 

 
November Attendance         1,013 
November Offerings    $  22,479 
YTD Income as of 11/30/11  $608,964 
YTD Expenses as of 11/30/11 $633,833 
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PLEASE RESERVE THE DATES 

OF FEB 3 and 4, 2012  FOR 
FELLOWSHIP & FUN!!!  

 
GATE KEEPER: Stand at the entrance and ask if they 
are there long term or short term and guide the cars to 
the appropriate areas to park.    
 

KEY TABLE :   
   CASHIER: Collect the bag with the money, keys, and 
receipts in it from the runners. Give any change needed 
back to the runner. 

 

   KEY BAGGER :  File the bag alphabetically or under vanity for 
those special license plates with the receipt info facing out for easy 
view. 
  

RUNNERS: Collect the money and keys with receipt from the parking 
attendants and deliver it to the cashier at the key table. 
 

PARKING ATTENDANTS :  If a car needs to be moved. The 
attendants move it. At times assist customers with parking.  No cars 
leave the grounds.          
 

SPOTTERS:  Guide parking attendants with 
moving cars to ensure safe maneuvering. This 
is mainly at night or real busy times. 
 

In the past, several parishioners suggested 
asking for donations so that the money we 
make is free and clear of expenses. If you 
would like to help out but aren’t able to 
participate in the jobs listed above, we will 
gladly except donations of refreshments and/or 
money.    
 

Below are items we usually buy to keep our 
helpers happy.  
 

       Snacks 
       Lunch items for Friday and Saturday 
       Dinner items for Friday and Saturday 
 receipt books with carbon copy 
 black pens 
 name tags 
 sandwich size ziplock bags/plastic   
  baggies that you can close up 
  
 

This is St Clement’s main fundraising event.  
The money raised supports endeavors in 
various inreach and outreach ministries, and 
helps to maintain our grounds. Let’s all chip in 
and make it the best year yet. We all benefit 
from it in some way.  This year the Punahou 
Carnival will be held on February  3rd and 4th  
2012. The price for parking will remain at 
$15.00.     
    ~~ Submitted by Amanda Doty 

© To Patterson Dental Hawaii for their donation of 
AED units to St. Clement’s Church and St. Clement’s 
School..  
 

© To Sam Hawk for helping Sexton April Smith with 
landscaping to make the church ready for Christmas.  
 

© To Martha Kaser for her assistance to April with 
landscaping and cleaning duties over the past five months. 
 

© To the St. Clement’s Choir for their strong showing 
at the 5 pm Christmas Eve service.  This was totally 
voluntary on their part.  We really appreciate you helping 
to make Christmas Eve special for ALL our `ohana. 
 

© To Mazeppa Costa, Beth Fincke, Cecilia Fordham, 
and Grace Hotoke for wrapping all the presents for our 
December Food Outreach ministry. 
 

�������������� �

© To the parents and students of St. Clement’s 
School for providing the personal hygiene packets for 
our December Food Outreach ministry. 
 

© To Pam Fern, Beth Fincke, Cecilia Fordham, 
and Grace Hotoke for sharing their decorating talents to 
make the church look so lovely for the festive holiday 
season and to Annette Jim for polishing all the silver. 
 

© To Beth Fincke for making the table Christmas 
trees for our shut-ins.   
 

© To all of you who graced the office with your gifts 
and baked goods and candies.  We are immensely 
grateful for your kindness and generosity. 
 

© To Arthur Buto  for serving as Ke `Alemanaka 
editor, an often stressful and time-consuming job. 
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The School Board Meeting was held on Monday, 
December 12, 2011. 
 
The new banner is up on the wall in front of the 
Church advertising that the School enrollment period 
is now.  So far we have received 126 Preschool 3 
applications, 25 Preschool 4 applications, and four (4) 

Kindergarten applications. Applications are being accepted through 
the end of December. 
 
The Silent Auction is scheduled for Sunday, February 19, 2012, at 
the Oahu Country Club. Notifications are being sent to our school 
families and will be announced to parish members.  All are invited to 
donate “auction” items including things like meal preparations, 
accounting and medical/dental services, trips, etc. Or you can make 
plans to purchase a ticket and take part in the auction.  The ticket 
price will be advertised at a later date.  Na Ohana is sponsoring this 
event which is in support of the school.  
 
                   ~~ Submitted by Liz Baldwin, 
                       School Board Liaison 

�#����$�
 ������
 
Opportunities for adults in faith formation are many during the first 
part of 2012. On January 8 between services, we’ll begin a 5-session 
series on Civil Discourse and Faith, based on the American Public 
Media  radio program, On Being, with Krista Tippett. Considering the 
extent of uncivil discourse on the public stage these days, it has the 
potential for some very interesting discussion. On February 19 
between services, we’ll begin a series on spiritual heroes.  
 
Over the weekend of March 23-25, we’ll have Diana Butler Bass with 
us. Diana is one of the most prolific religion/culture writers in the 
early 21st century and will be introducing her new book, Christianity 
After Religion: The End of Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual 
Awakening. Diana was with us in the spring of 2007 and we’re quite 
excited about her return. Along with sermon and discussion on 
Sunday morning, there will also be a one-day presentation open to the 
community on Saturday. She crosses all denominational lines in her 
approach to religion and spirituality, and challenges us to see our faith 
in new and sometimes uncomfortable ways. This is one offering not 
to miss! 
 
Finally, if there are sufficient requests, we’ll also have an Inquirer’s 
Study for those interested in learning about the Episcopal and 
Anglican traditions, and for those interested in becoming 
Episcopalians. 

Advent arrived so quickly! I had barely digested 
Thanksgiving Dinner when the first Sunday of 
Advent was upon us. November had already been a 
really busy month at St. Clement’s with the pledge 
campaign and ingathering, Mike Russell’s visit, 
end-of-year budgeting and planning, vestry 
committee meetings amid the routine activity.  
 

Although the activity level didn’t slow down 
during Advent, there seemed a special lightness. 
Each Sunday, as respective candles were lit, I was 
caught in that light, reflecting on the stories of 
Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the wisemen, 
and finally, the birth of the Christ child, spreading 
the Love of God. During the subsequent weeks 
after each Advent Sunday, wonderful things 
happened. Children from the pre-school donated 
more than 100 hygiene bags, parishioners dropped 
off more than 100 toys for children, infants to age 
7, the holy folders wrapped gifts for two days, folks 
donated more food for the Saturday distribution, 
children from the school and the Sunday school 
learned carols and prepared for the Christmas 
pageant, the choir had extra practices and prepared 
new music for Sunday services and both Christmas 
Eve services! Generosity in selfless donation of 
time, talent and material goods evidenced 
throughout the week. The wonderful part? An old 
story made new once more. 
 

After December Food distribution on Saturday we 
had hygiene bags and toys left over, so on Tuesday 
before Christmas, I loaded my car and drove to the 
Waianae coast. The car was so full I had to use my 
side mirrors and a tiny slit in my rear view.  It was 
a beautiful, but windy, day for a drive along the 
coast. I delivered our gifts to the Waianae Coast 
Comprehensive Health Center that serves the entire 
Waianae Coast, including families living on the 
beach. WCCHC offers a bounty of services, health, 
social services, counseling, food, and shelter 
resources. The families, children, and elderly they 
serve are some of the neediest of the needy on our 
island. Amid repeated, exuberant “mahalos” the 
staff unloaded my car. Their excitement was 
palpable and contagious. St. Clement’s generosity 
provided personal and tangible love to the people 
WCCHC serves. The staff,  who are also residents 
of the Waianae coast, was deeply grateful. For me, 
I was humbled to have been the courier. Christmas 
had come a few days early for me. Thank you all 
for your generosity. 
 

The light continues. On to Epiphany!  Happy New 
Year! 
            ~~~ Submitted by Cecilia Fordham, Sr. Warden 
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It is Christmas and Epiphany, when we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus and His revelation 
as Christ, yet I’m fixated on the passing of 
polemic author and speaker, Christopher 
“Hitch” Hitchens.  Part of my fixation is, 
ironically, that he died on my birthday.  Even 
so, I must confess I was a closet “Hitch” fan 
beforehand, which is also ironic because he 
was a militant anti-theist, whereas I’m an 
ardent theist of sorts, who admittedly leans 

towards deism when painted into a theological corner. 
 

 Which is why I liked Hitch:  He could “waffle” just like the rest 
of us.  It is fair to say Hitch believed religion was the root of all evil.  
He came out and said it many times.  Not even trendy neo-paganism 
or star-studded mysticism was spared.  In one famous quote, he took 
then-President George W. Bush to task, retorting that instead of Iran, 
Iraq, and North Korea, “The real axis of evil is Christianity, Judaism, 
and Islam.”  Still, he married his first wife in a Greek Orthodox 
Church, and then he did the same with his second wife in a Jewish 
Synagogue.  Had he had lived long enough he probably would have 
married a third time to a Muslim woman in a Mosque. 

 

It is also fair to say Hitch did not believe in the way most of 
us believe in God.  Though it sounds like splitting hairs, he was not 
talking about religions, per se, that is the way we practice our 
beliefs, but instead about what we believe constitutes God.  He may 
have come out and actually said he did not believe in God, but I have 
found no such a quote.  Instead, he went to great lengths to criticize 
our conceptions of God across the religious spectrum, in particular 
our notions of how we consider God “supreme,” which in his view 
was totalitarian in nature and contrary to independent thought and 
action, and thus personal freedom. 
 

 Which is another reason I liked Hitch:  He hated totalitarianism 
wherever he observed it and, whenever he found it, he gave no 
quarter and expected none in return.  Inversely, he loved freedom 
wherever it was revealed and embraced it to a fault, prone to living a 
life of excess as if to underline his point, but in the end probably 
contributing to his early demise in doing so.  It was his zeal, his 
passion that made him so insightful; but it was also his passion that 
often blinded him. 

 

Like so many passionate people, Hitch was frequently 
uninterested if not hostile to ideas, knowledge, and thoughts that did 
not correspond to his own interpretations, formulations, and 
conclusions.  It was worse than ironic because this was precisely his 
criticism of the Roman Catholic Church, its suppression of the 
Enlightenment, and its persecution of the intellectuals and artists 
who sparked it.  Much like the liberals and conservatives he detested 
in equal measure, he often times preferred the easily defensible and 

“The essence of the independent mind lies not in what it thinks, but how it 
thinks.” 

 

“The struggle for a free intelligence has always been between the 
ironic and literal mind.” 

 

         ~~ Christopher Hitchens 

��*��+��
� �������+�

paved road of interpreting the subjects and objects 
of his criticisms literally, as opposed to taking the 
more difficult, treacherous and unpaved path of 
interpreting them contextually and intentionally. 

 

How dare God evict Adam and Eve from 
the Garden for disobediently desiring and seeking 
knowledge; but wasn’t the point of the Garden 
story that, like God, we have free will, yet with it 
comes responsibility and accountability?  What 
kind of God wipes out humanity with a flood 
because of our sinfulness when it was God who 
gave us free will in the first place; but wasn’t the 
story of Noah about a having personal relationship 
with God and, through that relationship, God 
washing away our sins and giving us new life?  
Why would God free the Hebrew Tribes from 
slavery in Egypt and then enslave them with 
Judaism; but wasn’t Exodus a declaration of 
independence, that through God, the Word of God, 
and faith in God, instead ousting Moses and 
returning to Egypt to surrender to Pharaoh in 
shame, the Hebrew Tribes found the courage and 
the strength to march into the wilderness and 
discover freedom?  How merciful can God really be 
when His own Son admonishes us to gouge out our 
eyes if they cause evil; but wasn’t Jesus really 
inviting us to examine our destructive behaviors 
which separate us from ourselves, from our 
neighbors, and from God, and inviting us to change 
and experience forgiveness? 
 

Not that I would dare cross swords with an 
intellect like Christopher Hitchens, but while 
people and the religions we create often insist that 
we agree with their dogmas as he suggests, it seems 
to me God asks only that we listen:   
 

“ Let anyone with ears to hear, hear.” (Mark 4:23) 
 

 ~~ Submitted by Scott Suzuki-Jones 

Please join us on Sunday, February 19, 2012, 6 
pm—9 pm at the Oahu Country Club for our 
annual silent auction fundraiser for St. Clement’s 
School. Individual tickets $125; table sponsorships 
at $1500, $3000, and $5000 levels available as 
well. For more information contact: 

http://www.naohana.org/imagination/ 
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Task January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26 

Set-up 
     3:30-4:45pm 

Keith Kalway 
Jim Betts 
Andrew Pettit 

Keith Kalway 
Jim Betts 
Andrew Pettit 

Pam Fern 
Andrew Pettit 
Allan Jim 

Dana Anderson 
Andrew Pettit 
Bob Hann 

Parking Jim Thomas Heloise Richardson Jim Thomas Sue Quimby 

Market Point Person 
     3:30-5:30 pm 
     5:30-7:30 pm 

Keith Kalway Keith Kalway 
Jim Thomas 
Pam Fern 

Bob Hann 

Welcome/Greeters   
     4:30-7pm 

Nellie McLaughlin  Liz Ho  

Receipts, Rents 
     6:30-7pm 

Martha Morgan Martha Morgan Sarah Fargo Michele Morikami 

Take down 
     7:15-8pm 

Rudie Schaefer 
Cathy Overstreet 

Soane Lino 
Harrison Ishida 
Helena Ishida 

Beth Fincke  
Terry Ledford 

Closing/locking up 
     8-8:30pm 

Bob Hann Arthur Buto Jim Quimby John Marlowe 

$�
 �
����
����������
%���� ��
 

Volunteer to help with this ministry by contacting Bob Hann (737-0695 or 295-3337) 

��
�������)������

Left:  AED donations 
to the church and 
school from Patterson 
Den ta l  H aw a i i ; 
Right:  St. Clement’s 
collegians reconnect; 
Below: St. Clement’s 
School readers; and 
Bottom Row: St. 
Clement’s School 
Fun-a-thon.  
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Highlights of the December 13 meeting include: 
 
Budget for 2012!  Budget for 2012!  Budget for 2012! 
· The board met to discuss the upcoming budget for 
2012 but since there were still a number of outstanding 
pledges that haven’t been turned in, it was hard to come 
up a definite plan.  Recommendations were made and 
we are awaiting final numbers once all the pledges have 
been received. 
· If there any out there who have been meaning to 

turn in your pledges, but have let this slip through the cracks, please 
follow-up and turn your pledges for 2012 as quickly as possible. 

·   It was noted that we are in need of volunteers for the late shift 
for the Farmer’s Market on Thursday nights.   In addition to regular 
volunteers, there is a need for a point or lead person to take charge 
for the late shift. 

 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 17 at 6 pm.  
 

     ~~ Submitted by Brad Siefkes, Clerk 
 
Parishioners are welcome and encouraged to attend the Vestry 
Meetings on the second Tuesday of every month at 6:00 pm.  We 
serve a light supper prior to the meeting and enjoy having visitors. 

*���
%�,����������
*�	�����������

Moria Amjadi 
Jane Anderson 
Pam Anderson 
Michael Barham+ 
Caryl Bayless 
Biven Family 
Anna Blackwell 
Nelson Bopp 
Burnz Family 
Stuart Coleman 
Amanda Doty 
Dwight Family 
Pamela Fern 
Helen Gary 
Dorsey Gibson 
Sam Hawk 
Hill Family 
Elizabeth House 
James Family 
Marilyn Kali 

Mahalo nui loa to the following members who 
turned in their pledges since the last issue of 
the newsletter: 

Martha Laxson 
Alavana Lee 
Violet Loo 
Frances Lyons 
Martha Morgan 
Morikami Family 
Nakatsuji/Silva Family 
Kathleen Norris 
Margaret Nunn 
Cathy Overstreet 
George Parsons III 
Elizabeth Peel 
Dan Senger 
Walton Shim 
Gerald Takei 
Raymond Tamura Family 
Kalpana Tata 
Vivien Tham 
Juliet Tong 
Waters Family 
Kingsley Wong Family 

-�����
���)�"����������.�

More on the MDGs (Millennium Development Goals): 
 

So far, I’ve written about two goals: environmental sustainability, 
and eradication of hunger.  In this issue of Ke `Alemanaka, I want 
to address another MDG:  Achieve universal primary education 

In the past St. Clement’s has helped serve those working to provide primary 
education in areas where access to education is limited by supporting a primary 
school in Cambodia.  While it may seem like a no-brainer to many of us that 
providing education is a Christian responsibility, it is worth remembering that 
what many of us take for granted is still a precious opportunity for many. 
 

Providing classrooms, teachers, and resources, and working to enroll and retain 
students requires more support than many local communities are available to 
provide.  The good news is that in 2008, according to the UN’s status report on 
the MDGs, 69 million school-age children were not going to school - a significant 
decrease from 106 million children out of school in 1999. However, almost half of 
those are in sub-Saharan Africa, and over a quarter of them are in Southern Asia. 
 

Simple gestures, like providing enough funding for school lunches or helping to 
purchase paper and pencils can mean a lot for schools struggling to make ends 
meet.  Christians have a long tradition of providing education, often in 
conjunction with evangelism, missionary, and charitable work as a means of 
helping each child to have the opportunity to grow in wisdom.  In what ways 

might St. Clement’s be able to utilize 
the money we have allocated for 
MDGs in 2012 and help provide 
opportunities for young people to 
achieve a better education? 
 

For more information about this goal 
and how the UN is working to 
achieve it, visit: http://www.un.org/
millenniumgoals/education.shtml.   
For more information about 
Episcopal Relief and Development 
and education related projects, visit:  
http://www.er-d.org/
Create_Economic_Opportunities/. 
  
Maluhia, 
Michael B+ 
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