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You've probably heard us referring to various youth programs in recent months.  We have some wonderful young people, 
and a lot of potential for a strong Christian formation program for them!  Journey to Adulthood is an excellent model that 
takes seriously our shared responsibility for faith formation for our young people as they grow into adulthood. Starting in 
January, we are building parts of the Journey to Adulthood program into our existing youth Sunday School program. 
  
The Journey to Adulthood program was developed by St. Philip’s in Durham, NC, and has gained acceptance throughout 
The Episcopal Church and in other denominations.  The official program consists of three parts, and we have created a 
preparatory component to build on the foundation our children are given in the Atrium and to meet the formation needs of 
our 4th and 5th graders.  The program approaches formation through grounding in Christian teaching, and is built on an 
understanding of human development as a journey that is spiritual, physical, emotional, and intellectual.  Two principles 
guide Journey to Adulthood: 

First, God created both women and men in God’s image.  Manhood and womanhood are gifts (this is to be 
understood quite separately from the stereotypes and prejudices that distort the belief that we are all 
created in God’s image). 

Second, adulthood is earned.  As we grow, we choose and earn increased amounts of responsibility, guided 
by increased understanding of moral guidance within the Christian community. 

Four interrelated themes are woven into the program.  These include spirituality, self-identity, identity within community, 
and sexuality.  The ages are grouped as follows: 
 

TNT – or 'Twixt & Tween' for 4th and 5th graders, “TNT” is being developed here at St. Clement’s under the 
leadership of Cecilia Fordham.  Acknowledging that fourth and fifth graders are betwixt and between childhood and 
adulthood, we are creating space uniquely for them to explore the church and our rituals in ways that acknowledge their 
increasing maturity and prepare them for Journey to Adulthood. 

  
Rite 13 – for 6th through 8th grades (11-13 year olds) offers a time of preparation and reflection culminating in a 

Sunday morning celebration for each youth’s 13th birthday.  We will have a joint Rite 13 celebration on May 23, 2010, as 
a rite of passage for participants. 

  
J2A – Journey to Adulthood, for 9th and 10th graders, was the original program developed by St. Philip's.  The 

increasing amount of adult responsibilities culminates for this group with a rite of passage called a "pilgrimage."  The 
youth involved in the program take on responsibility for planning, funding, and going on a pilgrimage of their choice (the 
sky is the limit - within reason, of course!). 

 
  YAC - or "young adults in church," for young adults in 11th and 12th grades, is designed to move beyond 

leadership among their peers toward increasing participation in the parish and community. 
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Items for  Ke ’Alemanaka may be submitted to the 

Newsletter Editor, Arthur Buto 
 

Phone: (808) 383-3930 
Email (preferred): thebutos@yahoo.com 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH ISSUE 

 
Monday, February 15, 2010 
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Attendance and Offerings  
for December 

 
December Attendance         1,030 
December Offerings    $  33,207 
YTD Income as of 12/31/09  $627,169 
YTD Expenses as of 12/31/09 $633,750 
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You can still donate to Episcopal Relief & Development's Haiti 
Fund at www.er-d.org or write a check to St. Clement’s and put 
“Haiti” on the memo line. 
 

Be as generous as you can and please pray for the safety and 
welfare of those in Haiti struggling to survive this terrible crisis.  
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The first two parts of the program - TNT and Rite 13 - were introduced in January.  We will continue to 
provide quality faith formation for high schoolers through Sunday School while we prepare to introduce the third 
and fourth parts of the program (J2A and YAC) over the next two years.   

 

TNT - 4th-5th Grades, Sunday mornings, 10:00 am, PH 1, Cecilia Fordham, leader 
 

 Rite 13 - 6th-8th Grades, Sunday mornings, 9:30 am, Staff Lounge, Harrison and Helena Ishida, 
Meleanna Meyer, and Tommy Waters, leaders 
 

 Senior High - 9th-12th Grades, Sunday mornings, 10:00 am, PH 2, Scott Suzuki Jones, leader 
 

Thanks to our young people for committing to this ongoing formation journey; thanks to their parents for 
supporting that commitment, and thanks to the adult guides who are taking time to support the youth in this 
exploration of and journey to adulthood!  Please keep them all in your prayers. 

Continued from page 1 
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© To Mary Carpenter, Beth Fincke, Ann Halsted, and 
Grace Lee who assembled the Annual Reports and 
directories.  This is a  painstaking and thankless job  

 and your efforts are greatly appreciated.   
 

© To Beverly Davis-Amjadi, Jason Healey, Byron 
Gangnes, Ku`umeaaloha Gomes, Keith Oda, Bob 
Schacht, and Bruce Smith for their service on the 
vestry over the past several years. 

 

© To George Lee for his faithful leadership of the Bible 
Workbench study series on Sunday mornings. 

 

© To those who supported the Equality Day/Martin Luther 
King Jr. service at St. Clement’s on January 17. 

© To Heidi Edson, senior from the Church Divinity 
School of the Pacific, for her sermons on Sunday, 
January 24. 

 
© To Grace and George Lee for taking on management of 

the Farmers Market and championing it as one of the 
strongest and most-evangelistic ministries of St. 
Clement’s. 

 
© To all those who contributed to Haitian relief efforts 

through Episcopal Relief and Development. 
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The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach about Jesus’s Final Days in Jerusalem 
 
Beginning February 21 at 8:45 am in the parish hall, we’ll move through Lent with Marcus Borg and John Dominic 
Crossan. The following description is from amazon.com:  
 
“Top Jesus scholars Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan … reveal a radical and little-known Jesus. As both authors 
reacted to and responded to questions about Mel Gibson's blockbuster The Passion of the Christ, they discovered that 
many Christians are unclear on the details of events during the week leading up to Jesus's crucifixion. Using the gospel of 
Mark as their guide, Borg and Crossan present a day-by-day account of Jesus's final week of life. … The Jesus introduced 
by Borg and Crossan is this new moral hero, a more dangerous Jesus than the one enshrined in the church's traditional 
teachings.  
 
The Last Week depicts Jesus giving up his life to protest power without justice and to condemn the rich who lack concern 
for the poor. In this vein, at the end of the week Jesus marches up Calvary, offering himself as a model for others to do the 
same when they are confronted by similar issues. Informed, challenged, and inspired, we not only meet the historical Jesus, 
but meet a new Jesus who engages us and invites us to follow him.”  
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dove upon him.  Most of us  
here today received water and 
the Holy Spirit at our 
baptisms.  How does this 
affect our lives now? 
Help us to see God’s presence 
in our daily lives; in the gift of 
God’s Son, Jesus Christ; in 
the Body of Christ, present in 
Holy Communion.  Help us to 
be mindful of this presence in 
all our actions, and in our 
attitudes toward others.  
 Thank you, God, for the 
strength you give your people. 

As we begin a new year, 
Paul’s prayer provides both 
assurance and focus for our 
spiritual lives.  Listen: I pray 
that God…may give you a 
spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to 
know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may know…the hope to 
which he has called you,…the 
riches of his glorious 
inheritance and…the 
immeasurable greatness of his 
power for us who believe. 
 

May the eyes of our hearts be 
enlightened to recognize and 
give thanks for God’s 
blessings this year. 

to uncover and  to use our 
spiritual gifts for the good of 
your church. 

love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your 
strength. We learn how to 
respond to one another: 
You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.   
Now Paul tells us, “if I 
have all faith…but do not 
have love, I am nothing.”  
Love is God’s gift to hold 
and to cultivate.    
 
Help us, Lord, to hold 
love’s attributes in our 
minds, and to show them in 
our actions. Love is patient, 
and kind, is neither 
envious, nor boastful, 
neither arrogant, nor rude. 
Love doesn’t insist on its 
own way; isn’t irritable or 
resentful; doesn’t rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in 
truth.  May God’s love 
shine through us this week. 

The Samaritans received the 
Holy Spirit in baptism when 
Peter and John prayed and 
laid hands on them. Jesus was 
baptized by John and by the 
Holy Spirit descending like a  

Just as the three kings brought 
gifts to the Christ Child, so 
God has given a spiritual gift 
to each of us.  Utterance of 
wisdom, knowledge, faith,  
gifts of healing, working of 
miracles, prophecy, and oth-
ers, make up the gifts of the 
Spirit. Faith journeys lead us 
to uncover the spiritual gift 
given to each of us for the 
common good. Help us, Lord,  

*	��	�
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“Now you are the body of 
Christ and individually 
members of it.”  Individually, 
Jew or Greek, slave or free, we 
were all baptized into one body.  
We were each given a spiritual 
gift.  Paul urges us to ‘strive for 
the greater gift’.  Working 
together, as a body, we are to 
use our gifts to the greater good 
of the body of Christ.  We do 
this first because of the place of 
God in our lives.  We give back 
to God using our time, talent, 
and treasure, out of 
thanksgiving for God’s 
blessings. 

From Hebrew scriptures, we 
learn about the steadfast love 
which God shows to all 
humanity. We learn how to 
respond to God:  You shall 
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We are now in a 
search for a music 

director for the parish. The 
person must have successful 

experience as a choral director, able to play at 
least the piano, willing to work 15 hours/week, 
and able to work well with others and under 
the direction of the rector. A degree in music is 
not required but strongly recommended; 
liturgical experience is also strongly 
recommended. If you know someone who 
might be interested, please have them forward 
a letter of interest and their resume/CV to me 
via email rector@stclem.org. No phone calls, 
please. 
 
     ~~ Submittted by Liz+ Don’t forget the Farmers Market Thursdays 

from 4:30-7:30 pm.  Great food, produce, 
and neighbors! 
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Five graduate students from the Schidler School of 
Business at the University of Hawaii met with the 
Vestry and presented a market analysis of our 
Farmers Market. The students surveyed neighbors, 
parishioners, vendors, and farmers compiling data that 
is very useful and timely for the continued growth of 
our outreach into the Makiki Community.  Data 
gathered showed strong support for the market by 
those who were familiar with it.  The report identified 
several areas where we need to do better in 
advertising the market, especially to the 26 to 35 year 
old neighbors who like to eat healthy, do not cook too 
often, and want to support the concept of going green 
and support local farmers.  Vestry is very grateful to 
Michael Buonadonna, Elizabeth Gross, Michael 
Guth, Max Homerding and Mudassar Iqbal for the 
excellent and professional report.  It was a pleasure 
working with this fine group of people and having a 
project which connected St. Clement’s to the 
university.  It is clear to the vestry that we need to 
reach many more people in the Makiki Community 
through the internet as well as more visible posters for 
bulletin boards. 
 

Byron Gangnes, our Interim Treasurer, did an 
excellent job of presenting and discussing the budget 
for St. Clement’s Parish for 2010.  Finance 
Committee members, Leslie Isaki, Stan Michels, 
former Treasurer Jason Healey, and Byron Gangnes 
worked long and hard over many months to propose a 
budget that was unanimously accepted by the Vestry 
for 2010. Copies of the Annual Report, which 
includes the budget, will be available to parishioners 
on Sunday, 1/24/2010 for them to read and study in 
preparation for the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
1/31/2010. 
 

The Vestry reviewed and is in full support of a well 
researched document, “A Vision for St. Clement’s 
School in the Parish of St. Clement.” The document 
earnestly advocates for the School to continue to be a 
significant ministry of the Parish and made some 
recommendations on how to proceed to a new 
governance structure that will more closely reflect the 
21st century vision for the parish. The Vision 
Document was approved and endorsed by Liz+ and 
the Vestry. The Rector and Vestry will work with 
resources from the National Association of Episcopal 
Schools in developing the new governing structure.  

1����
���&�#�&����
������������� Outcomes will be creation of a St. Clement School 

Board, review of school policies, and development 
of school by-laws as recommended by the NAES. 
It is the intention of the Vestry to strengthen its 
bond with the school, maintain its program of 
excellence, realign the school more closely with 
the future vision of the parish, and maintain and 
support its fine faculty and staff. 
 

Michael+ led a hike on Martin Luther King Day 
with a group from St. Clement’s.  The theme of the 
hike was ”Faith is taking the first step, even when 
you don’t see the whole staircase.” Readings from 
Dr. King’s speeches and the Bible were shared 
along the way by the group.  
 

     ~ Submitted by Grace Lee 
       Senior Warden 
 

Parishioners are welcome and encouraged to attend the 
Vestry Meetings.  We serve a light supper prior to the 
meeting and enjoy having visitors.  
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Ma`auka Ridge Trail, 
2.5 miles, 800 ft. elevation 

Meet at the church at 8:30 a.m., back by 3:00 p.m. 
 

As we walk, we will reflect on prayers and writings 
on love from the BCP and other sources.  The hike 
will include opportunities to reflect silently, share 
reflections, and talk story. 
 

The Ma`auka Ridge Trail is a loop trail that 
begins in thick hau forest, followed by mostly dry, 
open country.  The trail switchbacks up the ridge, 
quickly reaching an overlook of  Hau`ula and the 
ocean. Just past the shelter, the trail splits into a 
loop that circumscribes the ridge, dropping down 
into gulches along the way. The trail offers great 
views of the ocean and Hau`ula town. More 
information can be found on the Na Ala Hele 
website, http://hawaiitrails.ehawaii.gov/trail.php?
TrailID=OA+08+019&island=Oahu.   
 

Sign up with Rev. Michael by calling (808) 927-
9810, or by email (associate@stclem.org). 
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A parish Mom recently shared a story of “Lenten” proportions 
about her son and a close friend. They had been arguing about 
sexuality and salvation.  These are teenagers, mind you.  As I 
listened, it occurred to me this argument was also about a little 
parish and a mega-church; liberal Christianity and Christian 
fundamentalism; emerging religious convictions and established 
religious dogma; faith in God and the nature of God. 
 
Her son’s friend argued that, if you were homosexual, you were in a 
state of sin.  Her son reasoned that sexuality did not determine if 
you were in a state of sin or a state of grace.  His friend retorted 
with well-known Biblical references to support his argument.  
Unaware of any Biblical references to support his reasoning, her 
son was frustrated by his confrontation with fundamental 
Christianity and, as a result, frustrated with his friend and himself. 
 
Friends are tough enough to argue with, but dogma is even tougher.  
Right or wrong, it’s frequently not based on sound reasoning or 
reason at all.  And if something is not based on reason, how do you 
reasonably argue with it?  Think of all of the people who accepted 
the slavery of black Africans and apartheid, the ghetto-ization and 
murder of Jews, and the oppression and suppression of women as 
Biblically sound practices.  Given the emotionally charged issue of 
sexuality, is it any wonder that discrimination against homosexuals 
can likewise override reason and, I dare say, the Bible.   
 
In the original languages of the Old and New Testaments, classical 
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, nowhere is there a word for 
“homosexual.”  In accurate modern translations, there are no 
references to “homosexual” either.  True, there are condemnations 
of men having sex with men, significantly in the context of rape, 
religious ritual, and prostitution, but interestingly, there are no 
condemnations of women having sex with women.  There is a 
vague reference to women having “unnatural” sex, but no solid 
indication of whether this means with a man or a woman.  So, do 
these references mean sex between men is okay as long as it’s not 
coerced, a ritual, or a commodity, but that sex with a woman is 
acceptable under any circumstances as long as it is not “unnatural,” 
whatever that means?  You see the quandary. 
 
We should all go back to the Old Testament and review the Ten 
Commandments, more accurately translated as “promises,” 
particularly the promise everybody loves to hate:  “Thou shalt not 
commit adultery.”  Interestingly, there is no mention of 
sexuality.   When the Ten Promises were first written, about 3200 
years ago, adultery among the proto-Jewish Hebrew tribes meant 
having sex with someone who was promised to another person, or if 
you were promised to someone else.  Sexuality was not the issue.  
Our promises and the promises of others were.  So, if we carefully 

��1��(����������2�( �

“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”           ~~ Romans 12:19 
 

“Judge not or you too will be judged.”                 ~~ Matthew 7:1 

consider the Ten Promises, we discover 
they are more about being “faithful” and 
not just about being “obedient.”  The 
first four promises are about being 
faithful to God.  The final six promises 
are about being faithful to one 
another.  In other words, if we are 
faithful to God and one another, instead 
of being in a state of sin, we are in a state 
of grace. 
 
Finally, we should also all go back to the 
New Testament and recall Jesus’ forty-
day retreat into the wilderness and his 
subsequent three-year ministry. At first, 
he was very exclusive, ministering only 
to other Jews who were generally in 
good standing with their faith.  However, 
as his ministry proceeded, it evolved to 
include Jews in questionable standing, 
like his disciple Matthew who corruptly 
collected taxes for the Roman 
occupation.  Later, his ministry included 
Jews in poor standing, such as unmarried 
women like Mary Magdalene freely 
associating with men, those who were 
suffering from disease like Simon the 
Leper, and others who were challenged 
by disabilities like Bartimaeus the Blind 
~ all conditions which were typically 
attributed to being sinful at that time.  As 
Jesus’ ministry proceeded even further, 
he made the huge leap of including 
Samaritans, an early schism in Judaism.  
After that, Jesus did the unthinkable and 
included Gentiles like you and me who 
did not believe in the “One,” the 
“Everlasting,” the only God.  Is it any 
wonder Jesus got himself crucified? 
 
In other words, parish Mom, God has 
blessed your son; he’s on the right path, 
the path of Jesus’, no matter how 
frustrated he might be traveling and 
trying to justify it.  Consciously or 
unconsciously, he understands that, like 
Jesus before him, we must become more 
“inclusive” rather than “exclusive.”  It is 
the lesson of our faith.  
   

                         ~~ Submitted by Scott Suzuki-Jones 
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St. Clement's has made a commitment to make 0.7% of 
our parish budget available for work that supports the 
fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), and doing so through a variety of organizations 
consistent with our values locally and abroad.  Recently, a 
request came to me from Rev. Dr. John Kivuva, a friend 
and fellow alum from the Church Divinity School of the 
Pacific (CDSP) in Berkeley, CA.   
 
John and I both lived in the dormitory, and I learned from 
him more about the work of the church in Kenya, where 
John is a priest in the Diocese of Nyahruru.  John spends 
part of his time in the Diocese of Florida at St. 
Bartholomew’s Church, St. Petersburg, where he works 
with refugees from Kenya and other African nations.  The 

remainder of the year he returns to his home in Kenya to work among his people there, and also refugees who 
have come from surrounding countries to enjoy the relative peace and stability Kenya has experienced.  Many 
of us remember the recent upset following the December 2007 elections in Kenya.  The resulting violence left 
thousands displaced, and many remain in Red Cross tents struggling to meet daily essential needs.  The recent 
draught in Kenya has compounded their challenges, and though December 2009 rains will hopefully mean a 
more productive agricultural season next fall, there are still great demands placed on the church to assist the 
needy, especially those in displaced person encampments. 
 
Approximately 400 people (over half of them children) have been relocated to a new location on the outskirts of 
Gilgil, where John Kivuva is based.  He will be returning 
their in February to work onsite with several NGOs, 
including helping the Diocese of Nyahruru and its Bishop, 
Charles Gaikia, provide aide to the displaced people now 
living there.  John hopes to establish a school to meet the 
educational needs of the children living in the camp, which 
will require uniforms, supplies, and a midday meal (without 
clothing, books, food and clean water the school will not be 
successful).  He has a record of success in helping establish 
and provide leadership for schools, orphanages, and 
Christian congregations in Gilgil and throughout the 
diocese, and is a respected leader both in St. 
Bartholomew’s, and in the Anglican Church of Kenya, 
particularly his diocese.  I have witnessed the respect his 
community has for him when I visited John in Gilgil in 
August 2008, touring with him a number of the projects where he has provided leadership across the Diocese, 
including the original site of the encampment for displaced persons who now live closer to his home town. 
 
Contributing $500 from the MDG line of our budget is one way the Parish of St. Clement is helping to meet the 
essential needs for those children and families displaced to Gilgil, working towards meeting the Millennium 
Development Goals including eliminating poverty and hunger, providing universal education, and improving 
child health and health care. 
 
            ~~ Submitted by Michael B+ 
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World’s Biggest Shave Ice? Snow Day in Hawaii?  Recently 
the kids at St. Clement’s School witnessed a massive snowfall 
in the school’s playground. Actually, this is an annual event 
allowing the kids, young and old, to enjoy making snowmen 
and having snowball fights, at least for a day. Unlike the 
mainland, on this snow day the kids want to come to school!  

Rev. Mark Juchter received the prayer flags when he left 
St Clement’s and said he would take them wherever he was 
deployed. And he did! 

Former St. Clementians Delphine and Walter Jamieson 
(left) enjoyed dinner recently with Liz’s+ sister and brother-
in-law when they were in Bangkok last month. Joining them 
was former St. Clement’s retired Associate Rector Rev. 
Rob DeWolfe.(second from right). 

MLK Day Hikers. Left to right: Michael+ Barham, Melissa 
Gosland,  Nancy Marsden,  Candy Love, and Michael Shear. 
Armed with walking sticks and quotes from the Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr. these intrepid St. Clementians hiked the 
Kealia Trail near Mokuleia on January 18th, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day. 

��5�/#�����8�4������������'#��!���������������#	��� �	�����������������#��

Last year, on the feast of Martin Luther, we 
invited Lutheran Church of Honolulu (LCH) 
pastor Jeff Lilley to preach at the healing 
Eucharist.  Pastor Jeff joins us again this year 
on February 10th.  Please join us for this 
service of healing and renewal, as we 
remember reformer theologian Martin Luther, 
and pray with members of LCH.  The service 
begins at 10:00 a.m., followed by coffee with 
LCH visitors and fellow St. Clementians. 
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��� �������������!�

You don't have to give up church to be part of the canoeing 
experience.  Some benefits of canoeing: 
 

¨ Be part of a team 
¨ Build friendships and community with other St. Clementians 
¨ Enjoy Creation 
¨ Get some good exercise 
¨ Learn (or hone) paddling skills 
¨ Have fun! 
¨ Beginners and experienced paddlers welcome 
 

If interested in canoeing, contact Rev. Liz (cranmer49@gmail.com) 
or Rev. Michael (associate@stclem.org). 
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